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INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT

Internaticnal application No

PCT/EP2010/063742

A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER

INV. A61B1/00 A61B10/00
ADD.

AG61B16/04 A61B10/02 AG1B1/012

Accarding to International Patent Glassification {IPG) or to both national classification and IPG

B. FIELDS SEARCHED
Minimum documentation esarched (slasaification system folk

AB1B

| by clasaification symbola)

Documentation searched cther than minimum documentation to the extent that auch documents are included in the fielda searched

Electronic data baee consulted during the intematicnal search (name of data base and, where practical, search terma used)

EPO-Internal

C. DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category™ Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevart passages Relevant to claim No.
X US 2002/123697 Al (ISHIZAKA AKITOSHI [JP] 1-9,
ET AL) 5 September 2002 (2002-09-05) 13-17,21
Y paragraphs [0044] - [0166]: claims 1-28; 10
figures 1-25
X US 6 346 086 B1 (MAKSEM JOHN A [US] ET AL) 1,3-8,
12 February 2002 (2002-02-12) 13-15,
17,21
column 7, Tine 49 - column 13, line 17;
figures 10,11
X US 20037187471 Al (COOPER MICHAEL [AU]) 1,13
2 October 2003 (2003-10-02)
paragraphs [0076] - [0089]: claims 1,4;
figures 1-3,10
- / -

Further documents are listed in the continuation of Box C.

Sea patent family annex.

* Bpedial categories of cited documents :

*A" document defining the general state of the art which is not
conaidered to be of paricular relevance

*E" earlier document butpublished on or after the intemational
filing date

*L" document which may throw doubts on pricrity claim{a) or
which ia cited to establish the publication date of another
oitation or cther special reason (as speoified)

Q" docurmnent referring to an oral disclosure, use, exhibition or
cther means

“P* document published prior to the intemational filing date but
laterthan the pricrity date claimed

"T* later document published after the intematicnal filing date
ar priarity date and net in conflict with the application but
sited ta understand the principle or theory underlying the
invention

"X' document of particular relevance; the claimed invention
sannot be considered navel or cannot be cansidered to
invalve an inventive step when the dosument is taken alone

™" document of particular relevance; the claimed invention
oannot be oonsidered to involve an inventive step when the
document ia combined with one or mere other such docu-
_m?'l:is, :tuch combination being obvious to a person skilled
inthe art.

"%" document member of the same patent family

Date of the aotual oompletion of the international search

19 January 2011

Date of mailing of the intematicnal search report

2770172011

Name and mailing address of the [SA/
Eurcpean Patent Offics, P.B. 5818 Patantlaan 2
NL - 2280 HY Rijawijk
1 Tal. (+31-70) 340-2040,
Fax: (+31-70) 340-3016

Authorized offiver

Apostol, Simona

Form PCTASA/210 (secend sheat) (April 2005)

page 1 of 2
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Internaticnal application No

PCT/EP2010/063742

C{Continuation).

DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT

Category™ | Citation of dooument, with indieation, where appropriate, of the relevant passages

Relevant to olaim Ne.

Y

US 20047267181 Al (TUITE JAMES JOSEPH [US]
ET AL) 30 December 2004 (2004-12-30)
paragraphs [0028] - [0856]: claims 1-19;
figures 1-2

US 20027032389 Al (FOURNIER ARTHUR M [US])
14 March 2002 (2602-03-14)

paragraph [0027]: claims 1-26: figures 1-5
US 5 599 298 A (SAHATJIIAN RONALD A [US])

4 February 1997 (1997-02-04)

the whole document

US 5 217 023 A (LANGDON ROBERT S [US])

8 June 1993 (1993-06-08)

the whole document

US 4 966 162 A (WANG KO P [US])

30 October 1996 (1990-10-30)

the whole document

10

10

1-18,21

1-10,21

1-10,21

Form PCTASAR210 [co

ntinuation of second sheet) {April 2005)
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International application No.
INTERNATIONAL SEARCH REPORT PLT/EPZO10/063742
BoxMe.ll Ohservatlons where certaln clalms were found unsearchable {Continuation of kem 2 of first shest)

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17{2}(a) for the following reasans:

1. [x] ciims Nos.:

11, 12
because they relate to subject’maﬂer net required to be searched by this Authority, namely:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

2. [X] claims noe. 18-26
because they relate to paris of the intemational application that do net comply with the prescribed requirements to such
an extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically:

see FURTHER INFORMATION sheet PCT/ISA/210

3. I:l Claims Nos.:
becausa they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordancs with the second and third sentences of Rule 6.4(a).

BoxNo.lll Observations where unity of Invention Is lacking {Continuation of tem 3 of first sheet)

This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this intemational application, as follows:

1. As all required acditional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all searchable
claima.

2. D As all searcheble claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fees, this Autherity did net invite payment of
additional fees.

3. As only some of the required additional search fess were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers
only those claime for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.:

4, D No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Conasquently, thia intern ational searoh report is
restricted to tha invention first mentionad in the olaims; it is covered by claims Nos.:

Remark on Protest The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the
payment of a protest fee.

The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest
fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation.

|:| No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees.

Form PCTASA/210 (continuation of first shest (2)) {April 2005)
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Intemational Application No. PCT/ EP2016/ 063742

FURTHER INFORMATION CONTINUED FROM PCT/ISA/ 210

Continuation of Box II.1

Claims Nos.: 11, 12

Claims 11-12 relate to methed of operating an endoscopic system
comprising the step of inserting an elongate member into a body and
collecting a sample from inside the body using the endoscopic device. The
method seems to be oriented mainly to clinical applications in the field
of endoscopy and more particularly of bronchoscopy, done on a patient as
resulted from the description (page 1, 1i. 1-30). This step (use of
endoscopic device) is considered a substantial intervention performed by
specialized surgeon and invelving a substantial health risk, by means of
which the method as a whole is considered to he a method for treatment of
a human or an animal body by surgery according to the Rule 39.1(iv) PCT.

Continuation of Box II.2

Claims Nos.: 18-20

Claims 18-20 are not clear contrary to Art. 6 PCT. Claims 18-20 refers
to an endoscopic system, a method of operating it and an absorbent sheet
material which are defined by reference to the accompanying drawing. Such
a definition does not allow to unambiguously derive the features defines
by the respective claims and thus the intended limitation of the scope
of protection by these claims.

The applicant's attention is drawn to the fact that claims relating to
inventions in respect of which no international search report has heen
established need not be the subject of an internaticnal preliminary
examination (Rule 66.1{(e) PCT). The applicant is advised that the EPO
policy when acting as an International Preliminary Examining Authority is
normally not to carry out a preliminary examination on matter which has
not been searched. This is the case irrespective of whether or not the
claims are amended following receipt of the search report or during any
Chapter II procedure. If the application proceeds into the regicnal phase
before the EPO, the applicant is reminded that a search may be carried
out during examination before the EPO (see EPO Guideline C-¥I, 8.2),
should the problems which led to the Article 17(2) declaration be
overcome.
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Intarnational application No

PCT/EP2010/063742
Patent document Publication Patent family Publication
oited in search report date member{s) date
US 2002123697 Al 05-09-2002 AU 7671401 A 18-02-2002
EP 1234543 Al 28-08-2002
WO 0211619 Al 14-02-2002
US 6346086 Bl 12-02-2002  NONE
US 2003187471 Al 02-10-2003 WO 0213683 Al 21-02-2002
CA 2419315 Al 21-02-2002
EP 1309267 Al 14-05-2003
JP 2004504920 T 19-02-2004
US 2004267181 Al 30-12-2004  NONE
US 2002032389 Al 14-03-2002  NONE
US 5599298 A 04-02-1997 US 5919145 A 06-07-1999
US 5217023 A 08-06-1993 CA 2149023 Al 26-05-1994
WO 9410911 Al 26-05-1994
US 4966162 A 30-10-1990  NONE

Form PCT/ISA210 {patent family annex) {April 2005}
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